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The Canadian Sikh
Association (CSA) is a
socio-political
organization that aims
to put forth a
collaborative effort in
recognizing, exploring,
and addressing the
opinions, concerns,
and issues of
Canadians. Local
members of the Sikh
community in the
Greater Toronto Area
established the CSA in
2009.

CSA Commemorates the 30th Anniversary of the Sikh Genocide

Mission
Our mission is to
promote and
strengthen
multiculturalism in
Canada by
encouraging and
providing the required
platform and resources
for active participation
in social and political
activities that support
equality and
acceptance
irrespective of culture,
religion, gender, caste,
creed, and race.

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
November 1, 2014
(BRAMPTON): The Canadian Sikh Association is commemorating the 30th anniversary
of the Sikh Genocide that took place in India. The large-scale attacks on innocent Sikhs
and their properties throughout India, which were triggered by the assassination of
Indian Prime Minister Indira Gandhi by her two Sikh bodyguards, started on October 31st,
1984 and continued till November 5th, 1984. Thousands of Sikhs were killed and injured
during this time period.
A need was identified to examine the violence that took place along with the blatant
abuse of authority. The Nanavati Commission of Inquiry, which examined the incidents
that took place in November 1984, had the following to say: “All this could not have
happened if it was merely a spontaneous reaction of the angry public. The systematic
manner in which the Sikhs were thus killed indicate that the attacks on them were
organized.” Till this day, many of those involved in leading the violence against Sikhs
have not been formally charged.
The Canadian Sikh Association has produced a 20-minute documentary in collaboration
with Gurdwara Guru Nanak Mission Centre Brampton to commemorate the incidents that
transpired in June and November 1984.
30 Years of Injustice is a short documentary about the Sikh genocide and long wait for
justice. The film explores the issue of mass Sikh killings in India during 1984 and
breakdown of Sikh-India relations. The film discusses two major events in 1984: 1) the
Indian army attack on the Golden Temple (the holiest shrine of the Sikhs); and, 2) the
pre-planned attacks against Sikh homes and businesses following the assassination of
Indian Prime Minister Indira Gandhi.
The film provides both Sikh and non-Sikh points of view of the atrocities that occurred in
1984 with captivating examples. The film also explores the justice aspect of this issue:
have the successive Indian Governments been able to deliver justice to the Sikhs in the
last 30 years and have those responsible for the mass killings of Sikhs been punished?
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