Celebrating the Canadian Sikh Association’s Fifth Anniversary
BRAMPTON (March 9, 2014): On March 7th, the Canadian Sikh Association (CSA) was pleased
to celebrate its five year anniversary. Over the last five years, we have been working on a
number of issues at the federal, provincial, and municipal levels. Our work has been possible
thanks to the dedication of CSA members and the support of the community.
At the federal level, we have launched a campaign to demand a full apology regarding the
Kamagata Maru incident which took place in May 1914. Kamagata Maru was a Japanese steam
liner whose passengers were refused landing by the authorities. The 376 Indian immigrants on
the ship included 340 Sikhs, 12 Hindus and 24 Muslims who were all British subjects. It has
been almost 100 years since this incident we believe that the time has come for the
Government of Canada to provide an apology to the Sikh community regarding the incident.
Since February 2011, we have also been working actively with our elected officials at the
provincial level to obtain a motorcycle helmet exemption for Turban-wearing Sikhs in Ontario.
This right has been recognized in other Canadian provinces including British Columbia and
Manitoba as well as countries like the United Kingdom. We are working on this issue so that
turban-wearing Sikhs in Ontario can be provided with the choice to ride motorcycles.
At the municipal level, the CSA has been working with various police services so that Sikhs can
wear the Kirpan in Ontario courthouses. In March 2013, a favourable decision was made by the
Toronto Police Service which updated its Accommodation Procedures to include stipulations
regarding the kirpan. We consider this an important step forward and we hope that other
jurisdictions will take a similar step forward in the near future.
The CSA is also currently working with the Ontario Trucking Association and the Ministry of
Labour to address issues that have identified by turbaned truck drivers.
To conclude, I would like to thank the members of the CSA for their hard work and contributions
to the organization. I would also like to thank the community for their input and support for the
work that we are doing.
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About the Canadian Sikh Association
The Canadian Sikh Association (CSA) is a socio-political organization that aims to put forth a
collaborative effort in recognizing, exploring, and addressing the opinions, concerns, and issues of
Canadians. Local members of the Sikh community in the Greater Toronto Area established the CSA in
2009.
Our mission is to promote and strengthen multiculturalism in Canada by encouraging and providing the
required platform and resources for active participation in social and political activities that support
equality and acceptance irrespective of culture, religion, gender, caste, creed, and race.
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