CSA Rejects the Inaccurate comments made by John Baird
BRAMPTON (September 23, 2012): The Canadian Sikh Association (CSA), rejects comments
made by the Minister of Foreign Affairs, The Hon. John Baird, during his recent trip to India.
The CSA, believes his comments unfairly depict the Sikh community in Canada; and will only
create a negative backlash against Canadian Sikhs. This has not been the only isolated incident
where an elected politician has targeted Canadian Sikhs.
Previous incidents include then Member of Parliament, Hon. Ujjal Dosanjh, who made similar
kind of remarks about the Sikh community. Also, former leader of the Liberal Party, the Hon.
Michael Ignatieff, made inaccurate comments about the November 1984, massacre of innocent
Sikh men and women in India.
The CSA, believes that this type of self-serving political rhetoric has no place in the wider
Canadian discourse. One only has to look to the historical contributions of the Sikh community
within Canada and know that the community is extremely proud of what they have
accomplished and how they have contributed to the Canadian diaspora.
No Canadian government should try to curb the free speech of any one Canadian critical of
human rights abuses globally. We should all stand up against human rights abuses, even if it’s
against countries like India.
About the Canadian Sikh Association
The Canadian Sikh Association (CSA) is a socio-political organization that aims to put forth a
collaborative effort in recognizing, exploring, and addressing the opinions, concerns, and issues of
Canadians. Local members of the Sikh community in the Greater Toronto Area established the CSA in
2009.
Our mission is to promote and strengthen multiculturalism in Canada by encouraging and providing the
required platform and resources for active participation in social and political activities that support
equality and acceptance irrespective of culture, religion, gender, caste, creed, and race.
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