June 22, 2012
SUBMISSION TO
Regional Municipality of Peel Police Services Board
RE:

Recognition of Sikh Articles of Faith and Turban

Canadian Sikh Association
Manohar Singh Bal, Secretary
Jasbir Singh, Member
Lakhvinder Singh Dhaliwal, Member
Bikram Singh, Member
Introduction
Canadian Sikh Association was established in 2009, with the aim to promote civic engagement and
empower the community to address issues related to human rights and social justice. Our mission is to
promote and strengthen multiculturalism in Canada by encouraging and providing the required platform
and resources for active participation in social and political activities that support equality and
acceptance irrespective of culture, religion, gender, caste, creed or race.
Brief History of Sikh Struggle for Recognition in Ontario
Over the last thirty-five years, the Sikhs of Ontario have faced hardships in practicing their religion.
The first case of discrimination was filed in 1975, when a security company refused to recognize a Sikh
article of faith (the Turban) and refused employment to a Sikh gentleman named Ishar Singh. An
inquiry into the matter by Professor Peter A. Cumming concluded that the security company could
accommodate Mr. Singh’s bona fide religious belief.
Since then, the Board of Inquiries at the Ontario Human Rights Commission has adjudicated many
other cases and all have favoured the right of Sikhs to wear their articles of faith in Ontario. All these
cases dealt with the wearing of the Kirpan or Turban.
Today, the right to wear the Turban and other articles of faith is still not fully recognized in Ontario.
Sikhs cannot fully observe or practice their religion.

Recognition of Turban by Police Services
Toronto Police Service was the first police service in Ontario to recognize the Turban as a part of their
uniform. Since then, other police services in Ontario have amended their uniform policies to
accommodate the Sikh way of life.
Issues for Today
We would like to bring the following issues to your attention:
0.
.
0.
0.

Wearing the Kirpan at the Brampton Courthouse
Sikhs in custody: Removal of the Turban when in custody and for mug shot
Court appearance: Forced to appear without a Turban when in custody
Any other issues/concerns
Through the efforts of the Sikh community, the Ontario Human Rights Commission, the Toronto
Police Services Board and the Ministry of the Attorney General, the right to wear the Kirpan in
courthouses has been resolved in Toronto. Practicing Sikhs are now permitted to wear the Kirpan in
Toronto courtrooms.
In March 2012, we approached the Peel Police Services and had a meeting to discuss the issue of
wearing the Kirpan in the Brampton Courthouse. Since then, the issue has moved forward and
progress is being made. Yesterday, we had a meeting with the Ontario Association of Chiefs of Police
sub-committee on religious accommodations in the courtroom. The meeting was productive and
fruitful. We look forward to working with the committee and are sure that an Ontario-wide policy will
be developed to permit the wearing of the Kirpan in all courthouses in Ontario.
At this time, we would like to thank Staff Superintendent Roman Boychuk for his dedication and
commitment to address this important issue related to the recognition of Sikh articles of faith.
All of the other above stated issues need to be examined; namely, the removal of the Turban when a
Sikh is in custody and also when appearing in court. These issues are directly related to the wearing of
the Turban – a bona fide article of the Sikh faith. Over the last many years, various members of the
community have brought these matters to our attention.
We are of the opinion that the Board should proactively address these matters.

We recommend that the Board request the Chief of Police to appoint a committee in conjunction with
Community Support Services & Diversity Relations Unit in order to review all procedures with respect
to above stated issues. We, as a community, will proactively work with this committee to find
satisfactory resolutions.
All of which respectfully submitted.
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