FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
April 12, 2010

Canadian Sikh Association (CSA) condemns violence at religious institution
The Canadian Sikh Association (CSA) is deeply concerned by the negative comments about the Kirpan in various
media outlets this past week. The topic has been hotly debated on various radio and televisions talk shows
throughout the South Asian community. The issue of the Kirpan was ignited after the recent violence outside the
Sikh Lehar Gurdwara (Sikh place of worship), which should not have started in the first place. The Kirpan is a
ceremonial religious article and is protected under the Charter of Rights and Freedoms as a reasonable
accommodation. On many occasions, the courts in Canada have upheld the rights of religious Sikhs to wear their
Kirpan. The most recent example being the case in the province of Quebec when a Sikh student was denied the
right to wear his Kirpan on school premises- the case was eventually won by the student. The question whether a
Sikh is allowed to wear or not wear the Kirpan has been put to rest by Supreme Court of Canada. At present, the
varying degree of troublesome debate in the community which is occurring is tremendously counter-productive. It
not only makes the community look bad but also the divine principles of the faith.
Additionally, the Canadian Sikh Association is extremely disturbed by the violence that took place outside of the
Gurdwara and condemns such violence with the strongest words. Furthermore, the CSA is shocked to find out that
a Mississauga resident Dr. Bikram Lamba wants Kirpans banned in Canada and is extremely disappointed that
individuals such as the aforementioned are given a platform in the media to express their preposterous views. It’s
worth reiterating that the Kirpan is an integral part of Sikh faith and falls within the bounds of Canadian law,
under the Charter of Rights and Freedoms- one has the right to practice his or her religion without any objections
from media or an individual.
The word “Kirpan” itself has been derived out of the historical Saint-Soldier concept of the Sikh faith. Members
of Sikh community are never to even imagine using the ceremonial Kirpan to attack someone. The Canadian
Sikh Association is committed to promoting and strengthening the multiculturalism in Canada by encouraging and
providing the required platform and resources for active participation in social and political activities that
support equality and acceptance. And will continue to stand by the principles of the Canadian Charter of Rights
and Freedoms.
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