FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
May 31, 2010
Successful Komagata Maru Campaign by Canadian Sikh Association
Canadian Sikh Association (CSA) launched an extremely successful Kamagata Maru incident petition campaign,
last July during Canada Day celebrations in Brampton. The petition demands a House of Commons full apology
for the incident. The community response to the event was over whelming and has assisted in providing a
momentum to the campaign.

Since then petition have gained thousands of signatures from the community members, demanding apology in the
House of Commons. CSA have initiated a dialogue with the government by writing to the Prime Minister Hon.
Steven Harper and to the Immigration and Citizenship Minister Jason Kenney. CSA expressed the concerns to
the government regarding the delay in issuing an apology for Kamagata Maru incident of 1914. CSA believes that
this issue is of immense importance to Canada’s belief in equality and human rights for all citizens. It has been
almost 100 years since this tragic moment and now the time has come for the Government of Canada to take
responsibility and do the right thing by apologizing as same as it did for the residential schools and Chinese head
tax.

Komagata Maru was a Japanese steam liner chartered by an affluent businessman, Gurdit Singh, to challenge the
exclusionist laws of the land. The 376 Indian immigrants on the ship included 340 Sikhs, 12 Hindus and 24
Muslims. Landing of the passengers was refused by the authorities. The ship stood in the waters for nearly two
month and eventually returned back after the mistreatment of the passengers who were British subjects. This
incident, which took place in May 1914, came to be known as the Komagata Maru incident in Canadian history.
Detailed information about the organization and the Kamagatamaru incident can be found at organizations web
site www.canadiansikhassociation.com

Canadian Sikh Association (CSA), a not-for-profit organization, commits to creating community development
and awareness around social, economic and political issues related to members of diverse communities.
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